South
Australia
INVEST. GROW. THRIVE.

A bright future
South Australia is a model for
successfully transitioning away from
automotive manufacturing towards
services, innovation and knowledgeintensive industries.
We’ve built the precincts and
infrastructure that future-focused
companies need across defence,
health, advanced manufacturing,
computing and innovation:
•

10 gigabit internet

•

Adelaide BioMed City

•

Defence super cluster

•

Lot Fourteen

•

Tonsley Innovation District.

Our collaboration with companies,
like Technicolor, ensure they’ll have
access to the talented graduates
they need to succeed in Adelaide.
We are leading in future industries
like renewable energy, photonics,
NewSpace and machine learning.
Our state has the perfect fusion of
people, policies and partners for your
company to thrive.

Traditional strengths
•

Creative industries

•

Defence

•

Education

•

Food and beverage

•

Manufacturing

•

Health

•

Mining

•

Tourism.

Technology-driven future
•

Aerospace

•

Advanced manufacturing

•

Agtech

•

NewSpace

•

Defence

•

Digital infrastructure

•

Health and medical technology

•

Machine learning

•

Modelling, simulation and big data

•

Renewable energy

•

VFX, VR and AR.

Labour costs
10.8 per cent below
the Australian average

Better for business
South Australia offers a highly
competitive environment and an
enviable ease of doing business.
Full-time private sector labour
costs in South Australia are
10.8 per cent below the Australian
average, making our state a great
place to expand your workforce.
Adelaide continues to be one of the
most cost-competitive markets for
setting up business and leasing
office space, and the regions are
even more affordable.
We’re more cost-effective

A new Industry Assistance Framework
is available to support proposals that
have broad benefits for an industry
sector or a number of businesses.
Three main funds include:
•

$100 million Economic and
Business Growth Fund

•

$150 million Regional
Growth Fund

•

$27.9 million Research,
Commercialisation and
Start Up Fund.

Adelaide is ideally placed for
businesses to access not only the
Australian market but also the key,
fast-growing markets of China, India
and South East Asia.

Source: KPMG 2016

Note: Unless otherwise stated, all figures are quoted in Australian dollars.

We offer a
10% uncapped
PDV rebate
for VFX

Our strengths
• Creative digital
production
• VFX and animation
• Games
• AR, VR and MR.

Creative industries
A culture of creativity and innovation
is helping to inspire new enterprises
and bringing leading companies to
South Australia.
In the visual effects sector (VFX)
we are home to world-renowned
production houses of Mill Films
(Technicolor) and Rising Sun
Pictures. To support the growth
of this industry South Australia
offers a 10 per cent uncapped PDV
rebate for VFX work undertaken in
our state.

There is also a growing independent
games industry with Odd Games,
Mighty Kingdom, Team Cherry
and Team Fractal Alligator having
an international impact in mobile
and PC gaming. Monkeystack, a
leader in serious games, is currently
expanding across Australia from its
Adelaide headquarters.
Adelaide is also home to a growing
augmented, virtual and mixed
reality ecosystem, including the
development of augmented reality
applications by global defence
company SAAB Australia, Microsoft’s
first Australian enterprise partner
for its HoloLens augmented/mixed
reality technology.

Adelaide is home
to Australia’s
$89 billion naval
shipbuilding program

Our strengths
• Design engineering
• Space mining
• Satellite
manufacturing
• Launch.

Defence and
space industries
Our technology ecosystem and
South Australia is the nation’s
defence state, and the centre of naval, unique geographic options have
made South Australia one of the
information and space activities.
preferred locations globally for
We are home to Australia’s
companies seeking to design,
$89 billion naval shipbuilding
manufacture and launch space and
programs headlined by the
small satellite technologies.
$50 million Future Submarine
As a result, Adelaide was recently
Program creating opportunity for
significant design engineering work. announced as the home of the
Australian Space Agency and
mission control facility both to be
located at Lot Fourteen.

53% of our
energy production
is from renewables

Our strengths
• Resources
• Renewables
• Hydrogen
• Clean water
technology.

Energy and minerals
Blessed with rich natural assets
headlined by significant deposits
of copper, gold, iron ore, graphite,
and petroleum, South Australia is
broadening its energy sector into
batteries, thermal storage, hydrogen
storage and pumped water storage in
disused mine pits.

We’ve become the world capital
in home battery development on
the back of the South Australian
Government’s Home Battery Scheme
– which has resulted in investments
from leading global solar and home
battery developers including sonnen
and Eguana Technologies.

South Australia is leading the nation
in the uptake of renewable energy.
Currently, 53 per cent of our energy
production comes from renewable
sources. This commitment to clean
energy has resulted in more than
$7 billion invested in renewable
energy projects.

As the driest state in the driest
continent on Earth, South Australia
has become a world-leader in water
treatment and reuse technologies.

South
Australia
produces 80%
of the nation’s
premium wine
exports

Our strengths
• Premium wine
• Premium fresh food
• Value-added food
• Agritech.

Food and agribusiness
South Australia provides an ideal
environment for innovation and
investment for international food
and beverage companies seeking
global expansion.
South Australia is a leading
agricultural region producing
premium quality food and wine for
global exports. We produce more
than 65 per cent of Australia’s wine
exports, including 80 per cent of the
nation’s premium wine and 19 per
cent of Australia’s wheat, barley
and canola.

With a reputation for producing high
quality produce and experience at
value-adding through one of the
world’s best wine industries, South
Australia has the know-how and
clean green produce to feed demand
for differentiated food from Asia and
other global markets.
South Australia’s entrepreneurial
ecosystem is translating into new
agricultural technology (agtech)
opportunities with innovative
products developed in South
Australia proving to add value to the
food sector right around the world.

Adelaide
BioMed City
supports 2,000
biomedical
researchers

Our strengths
• Medtech and
digital health
• Pharmaceuticals
and biotech
• Nutraceuticals and
Chinese medicine.

Health and
medical sciences
Global health companies are now
choosing Adelaide as their destination
for research and development, clinical
trials, manufacturing, and sales
and marketing.

Adelaide BioMed City is the
centrepiece of this fast-growing
ecosystem. It brings together
research, education, clinical care and
business development in one central
city location.
With over 18,000 daily visitors,
the cluster supports 2,000
biomedical researchers.

242% increase in
international students
since 2002

Our strengths
• Universities
• Higher education
• Vocational training
• Career outcomes.

International education
International education is
South Australia’s largest services
export. Since 2002, there has
been a 242 per cent increase in
international student enrolments
in South Australian to 38,000
in 2018.
South Australia has long been
known as Australia’s education
state with three highly-regarded
local public universities and
campuses of Carnegie Mellon
University and Torrens University
Australia, as well as many private
specialist training institutions.

With a focus on the industries of the
future, South Australia’s education
system is providing pathways to
exciting careers for international
students in one of the most liveable
and safe cities in the world.
The South Australian Government
is committed to growing the
international education industry by
investing more than ever before and
delivering programs and strategies
to forge stronger engagement
between international students and
local businesses to deliver great
career outcomes.

10 Gigabit internet

Our strengths
• Photonics
• Automation
• Frontier materials
• AI, IoT and big data
• Cybersecurity
• Fintech.

High technology
South Australia has a deep
automotive and defence
manufacturing history which is
providing a solid platform for new and
existing manufacturers to transition
into more advanced industries
including automation, defence,
photonics and frontier materials.
Adelaide also offers a sophisticated
ecosystem for cyber security
development. We are Australia’s
centre for cyber security and defence
technology research and the
headquarters of Australia’s cyber and
electronic warfare capabilities and
research programs.

Adelaide researchers are leading the
way in using data analytics to shape
future planning decisions, with the
city being home to the Australian
Institute for Machine Learning at
Lot Fourteen.
Adelaide’s growing connectivity,
including the GigCity network is
enabling the export of financial
technology services from South
Australia and the University of
Adelaide and the University of South
Australia both have trading training
labs for fintech developments.

$8 billion
tourism industry
by 2020

Tourism
South Australia’s tourism industry
is experiencing a substantial boost
in air and cruise access, indicating
strong business confidence.
This, together with unprecedented
public and private infrastructure
spending, will see South Australia
realise its full potential as a truly
remarkable international destination.

The National Visitor Survey
released in 2018 showed the tourism
expenditure in South Australia
was $6.8 billion, indicating we are
well on our way to achieving the
government’s goal of $8 billion
by 2020.
The South Australian Tourism
Commission works with investors
and operators to facilitate
sustainable tourism developments
and experiences that support our
natural environment and build on
the state’s key strengths.

In the top 10
most liveable cities
in the world

Lifestyle
Adelaide’s great destination appeal
continues to draw global praise, rated
as Australia’s safest capital city and
consistently ranked in the top 10 most
liveable cities in the world.
It’s a place where people can afford
to do more with their money, having
been ranked as the most affordable
city to live in Australia by Mercer in
their global Cost of Living Survey.

Thousands of miles of pristine white
beaches, hundreds of festivals, a
great climate for outdoor lifestyles,
rolling hills, vineyards, ancient
mountain ranges, and the mighty
outback deserts all make South
Australia an experience to savour.
With warm, sunny summers and
mild winters, stunning beaches
and picturesque hills, South
Australia offers a relaxed lifestyle.
On weekends, it takes 20 minutes
to travel from the city to either
the metropolitan beaches or the
Adelaide Hills.

Let’s talk
In the first instance,
we want to understand your
needs, so please contact:
The Department for Trade,
Tourism and Investment
P: +61 (8) 8303 2400
E: dtti.reception@sa.gov.au

www.dtti.sa.gov.au
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