CONNECT.
GROW.
THRIVE.
A network exclusively for South Australians and those with an interest in
South Australia around the world.

South Australia continues
to draw global praise
with Adelaide rated as
Australia’s friendliest city
and consistently ranked
in the top 10 most liveable
cities in the world.

South
Australia.
A place of firsts - it always has been.

South Australia is clever. A place
that inspires individuals, groups and
organisations to think big and embrace
innovation.

Our state offers a competitive
environment and an ease of doing
business that supports profitable
investments.

The state also manages to maintain that
key ingredient to a happy life – balance
and lifestyle, South Australia is famous
for it.

With a highly skilled workforce,
cutting-edge research and
development, labour costs below
the Australian average, and strong
collaboration between government,
industry and our universities, South
Australia is a place where businesses
can innovate and grow.

Top 10 things you need to know
about South Australia
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A fertile ecosystem for growing technology and creative
enterprises including Internet of Things (loT) and Smart City
solutions.
The most advanced environment for new space start-ups.
A global healthcare innovator.
A recognised leader in renewable energy storage and low
carbon initiatives.
The heart of Australia’s defence innovation.
An international education destination with 38,000
international student enrolments in 2018 and world-class
universities.
Food, Wine and Agribusiness is South Australia’s largest export
sector, largest manufacturing sector and the largest contributor
and employer of the State’s nine Growth State Sectors.
Clean, green and safe production environment within close
proximity to major freight routes and port access.

SOUTH AUSTRALIA CLUB INTERNATIONAL

S

outh Australians have always
been forward-thinking. We
dream big about who we can be
and what we can accomplish, and boast
an impressive history of generating
ideas that start small and grow into
something successful.

Produces 80 per cent of Australia’s premium wine.
Recognised as one of the Great Wine Capitals of the World.
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SOUTH AUSTRALIA CLUB INTERNATIONAL

Why join the Club?
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COMMUNITY

KNOWLEDGE

CONNECTIONS

GROWTH

The Club is made up of
like-minded individuals
who offer a powerful,
educated and positive
voice for South Australia.
Committed to supporting
future economic growth
and dedicated to making
the state an even better
place to visit, invest in, do
business and live.

The Club attracts valuable
local and international
knowledge. South Australia
is a place where global
businesses can innovate
and grow. Members
can play an incredibly
important role in taking
this message to the world.

The Club is a great vehicle
to forge strong international
relationships. Members
have access to contacts
in relevant international
markets that can allow them
to gain practical advice
about the local business
environment and potential
market opportunities.

The Club can help grow
your business and the
state economy and
global reputation by
member’s desire to help,
ability to contribute and
connections to do so.

Club History.
We take South Australia to the world.

Bill Muirhead AM, Agent General for South Australia,
founded the Club in 2010 with the inaugural South Australia
Club International launched in London in 2011.
Since then, the London Chapter has grown to over 150
members and hosts more than four events per year. The Club
has grown year-on-year to become one of the most dynamic
networks promoting South Australia’s interests around the
world.
In 2015, new Chapters of the Club were launched in
Shanghai and Hong Kong SAR followed by Bangkok, Mumbai
and Singapore.
In 2015, the then Premier of South Australia invited His
Excellency, the Honourable Hieu Van Le AC, Governor of
South Australia, to become the International Patron of South
Australia Club International. His Excellency personifies
the traits sought to promote the South Australia Club
International, including prosperity and fostering strong
international connections that will contribute to the future
success of the state.

In 2016, the Adelaide Chapter was created to enhance
connectivity across Club Chapters and into South Australia.
Adelaide Chapter drives the focus of bringing together South
Australian business leaders and skilled business migrants to
harness new talent, new ideas, entrepreneurship, innovation,
cultural connections and capital to the state.
The Adelaide Chapter enables those that have returned home
to South Australia, to connect with other like-minded people
who are passionate about South Australia’s future.
South Australia Club International hosts spectacular global
events showcasing the linkages between the Chapters and
South Australia, and the connections South Australia has to
the world. Members are encouraged to bring a guest to each
event ensuring the Club’s dynamism.
South Australia Club International anticipates Chapters to
be established in all locations where the South Australian
Government operates, or is establishing, trade and
investment offices (now and in the future), including China,
Japan, Malaysia, United Arab Emirates and United States
of America, to strengthen the state’s global position and
provide further global reach for Chapter members.

SOUTH AUSTRALIA CLUB INTERNATIONAL

S

outh Australia Club International is South Australia’s
centralised network of global state ambassadors with
the simple objective of bringing people together who
know that South Australia is a place of unlimited potential.
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A WORD. A MESSAGE. A WELCOME.

Message from our
International Club Patron

Message from the
Premier of South Australia

It is my great pleasure to lend my support to the South
Australia Club International network.

South Australia Club International is operated by the
South Australian Government and delivered through the
Department for Trade, Tourism and Investment (DTTI),
providing a great vehicle to forge strong relationships
that will support our efforts to increase South Australia’s
presence internationally.

Since 2011, the South Australia Club International
initiative has gone from strength to strength, expanding
its global reach and helping to build a strong and active
worldwide community for South Australia.

SOUTH AUSTRALIA CLUB INTERNATIONAL

South Australia Club International members are
extraordinary ambassadors and advocates for our state.
Collectively, they maximise the state’s international
connections and generate potential trade and investment
opportunities.
I encourage you to join and add your energy and ideas to
our network. In doing so, you will offer a powerful and
positive voice for South Australia.

His Excellency the Honourable
Hieu Van Le AC
Governor of South Australia
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The South Australia Club International network can work
hand-in-glove with our overseas trade and investment
offices, helping us bolster our state’s economic growth.
We believe in the power of people, and the ability of
people to contribute going forward, to the positive
economic change of South Australia. As the ultimate
business network, we will continue to build a global South
Australian community of leaders that actively assist each
other’s ambitions, as well as those of the state.

The Honourable Steven Marshall MP
Premier of South Australia

Message from the Founder
of South Australia Club
International

South Australia has an economy focused on the future
which continues to grow and is attracting global
companies to the state.

South Australia Club International has the simple objective
of bringing together people with an interest in the future
development of South Australia. During my time as Agent
General, I have not been involved in any other organisation
that connects so many high profile and influential people in
such a unique and friendly format.

World renowned for our premium food and wine,
recognised for our collaborative and state-of-the-art
innovation precincts and home to pioneering enterprise,
South Australia is a progressive and prosperous society.
Our State attracts brilliant minds from around the world
and our capital city of Adelaide is ideally placed for
businesses to access not only the Australian market, but
also key, fast-growing Asian markets such as India and
South East Asia.
With unique blend of commerce, creativity and lifestyle
underpinning our state’s economic development,
South Australia is a place where global businesses can
innovate and grow.

Our members come from the diverse worlds of business,
politics, academia, media and the arts. People who know
that South Australia is a great place to visit, invest in, do
business with and live. What our members share is a mutual
understanding and belief that South Australia is a place of
unlimited potential.
Since launching in 2011, the Club continues to grow and
gets better every year. Its greatest asset is its members, who
I consider friends. Our community actively supports each
other’s ambitions, as well as those of South Australia and I
encourage you to be a part of it.

As a South Australian Club International member, you
play an integral role in showcasing South Australia
to the world and showing companies why they should
consider a Southern Shift.
Mr Bill Muirhead AM

SOUTH AUSTRALIA CLUB INTERNATIONAL

Message from the Minister for
Trade and Investment

Agent General for South Australia
The Honourable Stephen Patterson MP
Minister for Trade and Investment
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Club
International Patron.
His Excellency, the Honourable
Hieu Van Le AC
Governor of South Australia

H

is Excellency was born in Central Vietnam in
1954, where he attended school before studying
Economics and Business Management at the Dalat
University in the Highlands.
His Excellency, and his wife, Lan, arrived in Australia in 1977
and settled in Adelaide, starting with three months at the
Pennington Migrant Hostel.

SOUTH AUSTRALIA CLUB INTERNATIONAL

In Australia, the Governor studied at the University of
Adelaide, where he earned a degree in Economics and
Accounting. In 2001, His Excellency’s further study earned
him a Master of Business Administration (MBA) from the
same university.
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His Excellency gained Certified Practising Accountant
accreditation, and from 1991 worked at the Australian
Securities and Investments Commission, where he led
many high-profile matters. Upon his retirement from the
Commission in March 2009, he held the position of Senior
Manager – Financial Services Regulation.
His Excellency has served on many community boards
and committees, those relating to cultural and linguistic
diversity, the arts and education.
In 1995 His Excellency was appointed as a member to the
SA Multicultural and Ethnic Affairs Commission and was
appointed Deputy Chairman in 2001. When His Excellency
became Chairman in 2007, he was the first person of Asian
background to lead the Commission.

On 1 September 2014, His Excellency was sworn in as
Governor of South Australia.
It is understood that His Excellency is the first Vietnameseborn person who has ever been appointed to a Vice-Regal
position in the world.
He is patron of more than 200 organisations.
His Excellency was awarded the Australia Day Medal in
1996 for outstanding service to the Australian Securities
and Investments Commission, and has been awarded
the Centenary of Federation Medal for service to the
advancement of multiculturalism.

His Excellency was appointed an Officer in the Order of
Australia (AO) in 2010 and a Companion of the Order of
Australia (AC) in 2016, for service to the community of South
Australia. He has also been awarded an Honorary Doctorate
from both Adelaide University and Flinders University.
His Excellency is married to Mrs Lan Le, with whom he has
two adult sons, Don and Kim.

It is understood that His
Excellency is the first
Vietnamese-born person who
has ever been appointed to a
Vice-Regal position in the world.

SOUTH AUSTRALIA CLUB INTERNATIONAL

In August 2007, His Excellency was sworn in as the
Lieutenant Governor of South Australia. Over the next seven
years in this role, His Excellency served as the Patron or
Honorary member of many organisations.
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SOUTH AUSTRALIA CLUB INTERNATIONAL

Accessing
our Global
Team.
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South Australian Club International has full-time commercial
representation in key markets overseas to provide export assistance
to members and help attract business investment and connect you
to international markets.

Chapter Locations

Tokyo, Japan

Bangkok, Thailand

Carly Wiese

Sally Townsend

Sonya Madramootoo

International Projects and Events
Department for Trade and Investment
SA Water House
Level 8, 250 Victoria Square
Adelaide, South Australia 5000

Regional Director – Japan and Korea
Australian Trade and Investment
Commission (Austrade)
Australian Embassy, Tokyo
2-1-14 Mita, Minato-ku
Tokyo 108-8361 Japan

Senior Market Development Officer,
South East Asia
Department for Trade and
Investment GPO BOX 320,
Adelaide, South Australia 5001

P: +61 8 8463 3223
E: carly.wiese@sa.gov.au

Shanghai, China

P: +81 3 5232 3570
M: +81 80 4188 3775
E: sally.townsend@austrade.gov.au

London, United Kingdom

P: +61 8 8303 2527
M: +61 477 386 958
E: sonya.madramootoo@sa.gov.au

New Delhi, India

Xiao-Ya Wei

Gemma Kilby

Varun Anthony

Country Director, China
Australian Trade and Investment
Commission (Austrade)
Australian Consulate-General
Shanghai Commercial Section
Suite 2101, CITIC Square, 1168
Nanjing Road West, Shanghai, 200041

Trade & Communications Manager
Office of the Agent General
Australia Centre, Strand,
London, WC2B4LG, UK

Business Development
Manager (India)
Australian Trade and Investment
Commission (Austrade)
Australian High Commission
1/50 G Panchsheel Marg, Shantipath,
Chanakyapuri, New Delhi 110021,
India

P: +86 21 6103 5607
M: +86 138 0197 2961
E: xiaoya.wei@austrade.gov.au

Singapore

P: +44 (0) 20 7520 9107
M: +44 (0) 7760 634 897
E: gemma.kilby@south-aus.eu

P: +91 11 4575 6208
M: +91 7738 181 848
E: varun.anthony@austrade.gov.au

Hong Kong SAR, China

Sonya Madramootoo

Alice Jim

Senior Market Development Officer,
South East Asia
Department for Trade and
Investment GPO BOX 320,
Adelaide, South Australia 5001

Senior Business Development
Manager - Hong Kong, Macau
& South China
Australian Trade and Investment
Commission (Austrade)
24/F Harbour Centre,
25 Harbour Road, Wan Chai,
Hong Kong SAR, China

P: +61 8 8303 2527
M: +61 477 386 958
E: sonya.madramootoo@sa.gov.au

Chapters opening soon

United States of America
United Arab Emirates
Malaysia

SOUTH AUSTRALIA CLUB INTERNATIONAL

Adelaide, South Australia

P: +852 2588 5317
M: +852 9021 3012
E: alice.jim@austrade.gov.au
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What is South Australia
Club International?

S

outh Australia Club International is a membershipbased business and community network made up
of like-minded individuals who offer a powerful,
educated and positive voice for South Australia.
The Club aims to create a strong, international network
of South Australians and those with an interest in South
Australia around the world, connecting them to what’s
happening in the state locally and globally.
The Club acts as a responsive and reliable network for
businesses wishing to widen their international horizons and
connects people with an interest in the future development of
South Australia.
Each Chapter (location) has a diverse membership in the
worlds of business, politics, academia, media and the
arts, who are willing to share advice and provide trusted
connections to help South Australian companies to develop,
grow and contribute to South Australia’s economic future.

SOUTH AUSTRALIA CLUB INTERNATIONAL

This means members have access to contacts in relevant
international markets, industries and sectors that can allow
them to benefit from international B2B connections, practical
advice about the local business environment and potential
market opportunities directly from one-another via a practical
digital resource.
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South Australia Club
International members:
•

Are state ambassadors

•

Positively promote South Australia, worldwide

•

Provide market intelligence

•

Facilitate (global) business connections.

The Club fosters new connections, builds trust and helps
grow relationships that will help drive the state’s future
prosperity.

T

he community of like-minded
individuals that make up
the Club share two things in
common – their connection and strong
affiliation to South Australia and
belief that South Australia is a place of
unlimited potential.
Members are part of a South Australian
community network willing to offer
their support, advice and expertise to
those looking to expand, relocate or
invest in South Australia.
Members are dedicated to making
South Australia an even better place to
visit, invest in, do business and live.
Each member strengthens the
position of the Club by enhancing its
image, shaping attitudes, becoming
self-sustainable, driving valuable
memberships, creating positive
publicity and heightening visibility for
South Australia.

The following are
encouraged to join:
•

South Australians who have a
strong business reputation in
South Australia

•

South Australians who have
returned home after successful
careers overseas

•

South Australian overseas alumni
in senior positions

•

South Australians who have
established themselves overseas

•

Foreign investors who have chosen
to invest in South Australia

•

International companies that have
significant operations in South
Australia.

Making the most of
your membership and
getting real value is
only created when
you are proactive to
interact and connect
with one-another with
the contacts available
to you through the
network.

SOUTH AUSTRALIA CLUB INTERNATIONAL

Is South Australia Club
International network
right for you?
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How can South Australia
Club International
benefit you?

S

outh Australia Club International is a great
vehicle for members to access useful links and
relevant global markets for advice, inspiration and
connections along with exclusive networking opportunities
amongst a powerful group of members from around the
world.
The Club is an invaluable business and community
network that encourages interaction and collaboration,
which could help identify potential opportunities that
can result in positive outcomes for South Australian
companies, especially for those interested or working in
the global space.

SOUTH AUSTRALIA CLUB INTERNATIONAL

Joining your local Club Chapter gives you access to range
of exclusive member benefits, designed to contribute
towards the success of your business.

14

Membership Benefits:
•

Become part of a dynamic, international
community of like-minded individuals with an
active interest in South Australia.

•

Become a state ambassador and be part of ‘Team
South Australia’.

•

Access to globally exclusive events.

•

Opportunity to bring one guest to each Club
networking event.

•

Enjoy the best South Australian hospitality - food,
wine and culture.

•

Access to a global address book of contacts and
business connections.

•

Access to the latest news, business opportunities
and industry insights from South Australia locally
and globally.

•

Access to useful and relevant links and resources.

•

Access to Wine Club*

•

Opportunity to meet with Australia’s and South
Australia’s most established and influential
business leaders.

Additional benefits exist for members that
are actively engaged and take advantage of
the available resources, this may include:
•

Identifying potential international partners and
suppliers.

•

Making connections to help open doors to new
contacts and opportunities around the world.

•

Raising confidence levels and ambition.

•

Harnessing untapped expertise and knowledge.

•

Achieving better international performance.

* Not available in all Chapters

How can you get involved?

Upon completion of the registration
process and subject to meeting the
criteria, full access will be granted to
the South Australia Club International
portal and benefits including the
global address book of contacts via
the member’s directory, global event
calendar and news and media updates
on South Australia.
There are currently over seven Club
Chapters that you can join*, each with
its own local Chapter administrator
to manage enquiries and networking

events within markets. Each Chapter
operates slightly differently so please
make sure you select the Chapter
(location) you currently reside in or
spend most of your time to ensure the
registration process is seamless and
that you receive information that is
relevant to your location and Chapter.
To become a member of South
Australia Club International there
is an annual membership fee, to the
equivalent of A$500** (GST exclusive).
South Australia Club International is
a self-funded initiative and relies on
membership and corporate partnership
funds to offer exclusive networking
opportunities and an invaluable digital
resource to its members.

We encourage you to follow the
DTI social media platforms to keep
informed on what’s happening in South
Australia and the Club.
For those who want to be more actively
involved in South Australia Club
International, corporate partnership
opportunities are available, please visit
the Club website for more information.
South Australia Club International
looks forward to welcoming you to its
global network.
* Each Club Chapter is limited to 200
members and joining is subject to
availability.
**You may be charged the amount in your
local currency depending on the Chapter
(location) you join.

SOUTH AUSTRALIA CLUB INTERNATIONAL

Register your interest
via the ‘Register’ button
on the homepage of the
South Australia Club
International website.
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Let’s talk
South Australia Club International has a local
administrator in each Chapter (location) to help
answer any questions.
For general enquiries, please contact:
Department for Trade and Investment
Email: DTI.SouthAustraliaClub@sa.gov.au

The Department for Trade and Investment and its employees
do not warrant or make any representation regarding the
use, or results of the use, of the information contained
herein as regards to its correctness, accuracy, reliability
and currency or otherwise. The Department for Trade and
Investment and its employees expressly disclaim all liability
or responsibility to any person using the information or
advice.
This document is subject to change by the Department for
Trade and Investment.
February 2021

